
Wow, 2020 certainly hasn't been the year anyone expected.

We started the year with a bang bringing our first ever play

we've   produced as a company to the Playhouse stage. We

started rehearsals in January with our cast of 4, and got off to

a great start with Carl Gregory as Richard Hannay, Nicolette

Black as our female roles, Phil McGrath as clown 1 and Dez

Robertson as Clown 2. It was certainly warm in the warehouse

as we rehearsed through the summer heat but, it was most

definitely worth it! 

 

We had a special photoshoot with the cast out at Richmond

Vale Rail Museum. The team worked tirelessly through the 40

degree heat to capture some of the fabulous photos and

footage which was used for marketing material. The shoot was

a great success and we are so grateful to the incredible staff at

the Rail Museum who opened the place especially for us,

cleaned and moved a steam engine just so we could have the

perfect background for our shoot. 

 

We opened The 39 Steps on the 4th of March to rave reviews

and a fantastic audience who laughed the whole way through

the show. We then followed it up with 9 further performances

where laughs brought the house down. The show was a great

success, The cast had a marvellous time and we hope to stage

plays again in the future. Unfortunately, The 39 Steps was one

of the last theatre shows to be performed in the Hunter before

the COVID 19 shutdown. We are so thankful that we could

complete our season and our hearts go out to all other theatre

companies and casts who had to cancel and postpone their

shows this year. 

 

We, like so many others had to postpone our production of

Priscilla - Queen of the Desert this year, due to the current

situation with COVID 19. However no need to fear if you were

wanting to see this fabulous show, Priscilla is now being

staged in 2021 from August 18 - 28th. If you have bought

tickets to the show they will be transferred to the new dates, if

you have any further questions about ticketing, you can ring

Ticketek directly - 4929 1977. 
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Of course, the arrival of COVID 19 has brought with it many challenges for us business wise but our new

committee is determined to keep our company not only surviving but thriving into 2021 and beyond. (More

details about our new committee members are on the next page of this issue,) Despite the challenges we face

in society, one thing is for sure, that the arts will survive, theatres will be full again and the sound of the

applause as the curtain lifts for the first time after this hiatus will be spectacular!



YOU ARE OUR HERO! Whether you have been an

audience, cast or crew member or perhaps you just

stumbled upon us and decided to jump on our

mailing list to see what we're about. we want to say

a BIG THANK YOU for your support! 

 

Our shows over the years do more than just

entertain, they make lasting memories for

audiences, casts and crew alike. Whether you're in

the audience, on the stage or behind the scenes,

there is something magical about the theatre, it

takes you to another world for a while and makes

you forget about your troubles. 

 

There are a lot of memories which we have created

over the past few decades and we want to hear from

YOU! Do you have photos, stories or any particular

fond memories of our shows you would like to share

with us? We would LOVE to see & hear them! If you

have a story and digital copies of photos, you can

email them to us directly at

metropolitanplayers@gmail.com or if you have hard

copies of photos, flyers, newspaper clippings, you

name it, you can drop it off to us directly at the

warehouse on May 31st. If you head to our website,

you can book in a specific time slot where you can

come and drop off anything you would like to share

with us. Social Distancing will be maintained, hand

sanitiser will be provided and we promise your

shared memories and artefacts will be returned to

you! We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

For over 40 years, Metropolitan Players has brought quality

shows to a variety of Newcastle stages, We have had several

many famous faces, along with hundreds of local

Novocastrians and even generations of families in our casts,

We have been blessed to have been able to provide a

platform to nurture and cultivate talent and stage such a

plethora of non-professional shows over the many decades

we have existed. Something that perhaps many people don't

know is that putting on quality theatre regularly like we do

comes at a high price. This year, is make or break for us, and

it was at that point prior to the pandemic and now even

more so. If we do not raise enough money this year to pay the

rent for our warehouse, Metropolitan Players will have to

foreclose. Without a show in August to bring in an income,

we will have no choice but to shut down for good. Can you

help us in our endeavour to save and preserve the legacy of

Metropolitan Players for generations to come? We are going

to be hosting a series of virtual events and fundraisers over

the course of the pandemic to raise money, keep an eye on

our website and social media platforms for further

information. If you would like to give a financial donation at

any time, it would be greatly appreciated. Information about

donating will be on our website. We thank you in advance for

your generosity and kindness towards us, and we look

forward to providing you with quality shows again for many

years to come. . 

OUR 2020 COMMITTEE 

WHAT'S COOKING!?

On the 9th of March we hosted our AGM and our new

committee for the year was elected. On the 19th of April we

had our first offical committee meeting via Zoom which went

swimmingly. We are so excited for what this incredible team

of individuals  will bring to the table and very pleased to

announce our new committee members are as follows: 

- Graeme Black (President) 

- Chris Vidler (Vice President)

- Megan Connelly (Treasurer

- Julie Black (Secretary) 

- Maree Henry 

- Jennifer Halliburton 

HEROES & HISTORY MAKERS

CLOSING OUR DOORS... 

Has your time in isolation forced you to be a bit creative in

the kitchen? Well, one of the most creative cooks around is

none other than our director Julie Black! For years, she has

been blessing us with her scrumptious recipes at all of our

Mets events and now she wants to share them with you! Julie

is writing a cookbook! We shall be selling them for $45.00

and all of the proceeds we are happy to say are going

towards Met's future survival fund. If you're interested in pre-

ordering a cookbook, please send us an email or fill out the

form on our website! 

- Alison Mowbray

- Justin Charlton

- Ashleigh Henry

- George Francis

- Andrew Black

GET INVOLVED
If you would like to get involved with Metropolitan

Players, a great first step is becoming one of our

fabulous members. You do not have to be a cast

member to be a member of Mets! Membership is

$20.00 and some of the PERKS which come with

membership is a $5 discount on our cookbook and

other upcoming merchandise (stay tuned to our

website and social media platforms to find out

more). 

 

We also have a MAILING list as well! If you would like

to stay up to date and receive emails with

notifications of all the upcoming events, offers,

dates, and show information head on over to our

website and click 'Join Our Mailing List' to join our

mailing list family! 

 

If you would like to donate finances to us  at any

point, it would be greatly appreciated, donations

can be made through our website directly and you

will receive a tax receipt. 

 

https://www.metropolitanplayers.com.au/
https://www.metropolitanplayers.com.au/

